
UNL National  Weather Camp
June 10 - 14, 2024

We are part of the UNL Big Red Camp program
https://lincolnweather.unl.edu/weathercamp



The Four Weather Camp 2024 Instructors
Sam Romshek, Nathan Gregg; Lizzie Aurit, Alexis Swanson



Weather Camp 2024 Lead Instructor: Lizzie Aurit





Weather Camp 2024: The Whole Group



Hometowns of our 2024 Weather Campers

Florida, Germany, Illinois, Iowa, Washington State, & Nebraska

Hometowns of our Weather Campers prior to this year
in addition to the above 2024 locations

Arkansas, California, Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, Ohio, South Dakota, Texas

Our UNL weather campers have 
come from 13 states in the U.S. 

and Germany





Weather Camp 2024 
The campers ate lunch 

together as a group



Weather Camp 2024: Playing Cards (UNO) at Lunch





We asked the 2024 UNL Weather Campers
“How old were you when you first got really interested in weather?”

They responded: 3, 3, 4, 5, 5.5, 7, 8, 9,10, 10,11,12, 15

Me?
10

Guest Speaker, TV Meteorologist Rusty Dawkins 10
Guest Speakers, JRB Storm Photography 8 and  8



Guest Speaker Dr. Mike Hays
School of Natural Resources 

Topic “Applied Climate Science”



Guest Speaker Rusty Dawkins
Chief Meteorologist, KLKN TV, Lincoln, NE



Guest Speaker Rusty Dawkins
Chief Meteorologist KLKN TV, Lincoln











Rusty got his Meteorology degree at UNL and 
was a former student of Dr. Dewey,  the 
UNL Weather Camp Director



Rusty featured our Weather Camp on his TV broadcast later that evening



Dalton, Van Stratten, former UNL Weather Camper, former 
UNL Weather Camp Instructor, now at the Tucson, AZ, NWS 
forecast office had a zoom meeting with our campers to tell 

them about careers in the NWS.



Guest Speaker Jeremy Bower
Owner JRB Storm Photography





After Jeremy’s presentation,
we gave each Weather Camper and the 
instructors two photos of their choice.





Group photo with Jeremy



Alexis gave a presentation on Broadcast Meteorology



Practicing giving a weather broadcast



We created our own tornado in the classroom



Exploring pressure with “Can Crush”



Weather Camp 2024 
Conducting Experiments Outside



Surface of this car was 175°F



Weather Camp 2024 Experiment
How hot does it get inside a car parked in the sun?



The baby is buckled in and has a 
remote temperature sensor in its lap



We pretended that the dog jumped into 
the front seat

Back seat 
temperature

Front seat 
temperature



151°F

116°F

82°F

Results from our 
experiment



Observing the current weather conditions



Classroom experiment



Nathan teaching the weather campers about radar



Classroom learning about clouds 



Working on their individual 
research projects 

in the computer lab



The instructors created a weather trivia game using the “Kahoots” program











Daily Severe weather outlook presented by Sam



Nathan had several exercises about storm safety.
He also had the campers work as groups to decide what valuables 
to store in a container to help rebuild people’s lives following a disaster.



Watching storms building off to the north of Lincoln



Second year weather camper Jaxon, showing
us his automated weather station at his house



An experiment to see the rate of heating by the sun on various surfaces



Demonstrating, using a flashlight, how the angle of incoming solar radiation
impacts the intensity of heating at the surface



Capstone Day – Last Day of Weather Camp
The Weather Campers participated in a graduation ceremony for 

all of the UNL Big Red summer camps



Animation
Art of Teaching
Cryptography
Digital Media
Engineering
Esports
Fashion Clothing Design
Physics of Earth
STEM Odyssey
Unicameral Youth Legislature
Veterinary Science 
Weather and Climate Science

Our UNL Weather and Climate Summer Camp was 
one of the 12 UNL Big Red Summer Camps



Group photo of all 12 UNL 2024 Big Red Summer Camps



Group photo of all of the UNL Big Red Summer Camp Instructors



The UNL Weather Campers received Certificates of Achiement



Example of the UNL, Big Red Camps, 4-H, Extension 
certificates given to all the campers



Capstone Day

We then had our own event with the Weather Campers and their families
1.-Review of our week’s activities

2.-Campers present their research projects
3.-Recognition of our four instructors

4.-Completion certificates for the campers
5.-Graduation gifts for the campers



Presentation, a review of our week, by our lead Instructor Lizzie













Weather Camper Research Presentations











Thanking our Weather Camp  instructors with a Certificate 
of Appreciation. Alexis was unable to be with us at the 
Capstone event, but she was recognized at a later time. 





In addition to receiving a certificate of 
appreciation, each of the Weather Camper 
Instructors wwas given a barometer, a National 
Geographic book, the Nebraska Twister bottle,  
and a Weather Channel drink Koozie



Each of the Weather Campers got a graduation certificate



Example of the Weather Camp
graduation Certificate



We gave each Weather Camper a book “National Geographic Pocket Guide, Weather of North America”



We gave each Weather Camper a “Tornado in a bottle” with a “Nebraska Twister Weather Camp” sticker on top



As we ended our Capstone Event, there were 
so many smiles giving credence to the phrase 

“Happy Campers”.



Thank You
UNL Weather Campers
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